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possibility of a kind of illusion which would tend to
perpetuate itself, and to appear as a permanent common
belief.

Now, so far as this is the case, so far as illusion is
useful or only harmless, natural selection cannot, it is
plain, be counted on to weed it out, keeping it within
the narrow limits of the exceptional and individual.
Natural selection gets rid of what is harmful only, and
is indifferent to what is practically harmless.

It may, however, still be said that the process of
direct adaptation must tend to establish such a con-
sensus of true belief. Now, I do not wish for a moment
to dispute that the growth of intelligence by the con-
tinual exercise of its functions tends to such a con-
sensus : this is assumed to be the case by everybody.
What I want to point out is that there is no scientific
proof of this position.

The correspondence of internal to external relations
is obviously limited by the modes of action of the
environment on the organism, consequently by the
structure of the organism itself. Scientific men are
familiar with the idea that there may be forces in the
environment which are practically inoperative on the
organism, there being no corresponding mode of sensi-
bility. And even if it be said that our present know-
ledge of the material world, including the doctrine
of the conservation of energy, enables us to assert that
there is no mode of force 'wholly unknown to us, it
can still be contended that the environment may, for
aught we know, be vastly more than the forces of which,
owing to the nature of our organism, we know it to be
composed. In short, since,, on the evolution theory